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<Abstract>

Korean Community in Brazil and their Cultural Identity

Choi, Keum Joa(Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)

At end of the 20th century, the Korean Community in Brazil, which
officially had arrived in fev. of 1963, emerged as an 'exemplary immigrant
groups’. And at the beginning of the 21th century, it began to diffuse
Korean Culture actively through the well-organized Korean Festival "Korea
Culture Day”. Doing this, the Korean Community in Brazil restores their
pride and self-esteem, and further for Brazilians to get familiar with Korea
and Korean Community in Brazil, narrowing the distance between Korea and
the Korea Culture. That is, the Korean Community in Brazil is trying to
have other take off, associating their economic activities with Korean
Culture, and having a success of its commercialization,

In addition, in January 1999 Brazil's economic crisis triggered the diffusion
of Korean Immigrants, who had lived concentrated in the city of Sio Paulo,
to all over the Brazilian territory, specially to the capitals of 26 States. Their
presence in all Brazilian States contributed directly or indirectly to spread of
Korean culture to all over the Brazil, as well as the commercialization of
Korean products like vehicles. In addition, the nomination of 'Korea Town’
to the district of Bom Retiro in 2010 by the Sio Paulo City Hall and the

boom of K-pop are accelerating this trend.

Key words: Korean Community in Brazil, Korean Cultural Identity,
Korean Festival, "Korea Culture Day”, K-pop, the

commercialization of Korean products
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